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LE FIGARO

A Nouakchott, le monde religieux

islamique s’engage contre les djihadistes
REPORTAGE - Quelque 500 oulémas, imams, prédicateurs
islamiques et hommes politiques se sont réunis dans la capitale

mauritanienne pour apporter leur réponse a la violence
extrémiste au Sahel et en Afrique de I’Ouest.

Par Thierry Portes
Publié le 26 janvier 2020 & 11:52, mis a jour ily a 9 heures

yoe

Un homme entre dans la Mosquée saoudienne de Nouakchott, vendredi 17
janvier. JOHN WESSELS/AFP

Cest la premiere réponse élaborée, concertée et opérationnelle que le
monde religieux islamique du Sahel et de ’Afrique de I'Ouest apporte a
Iextrémisme et & la violence djihadiste qui frappe ce continent. Cette
«déclaration de Nouakchott» a été prise apres trois jours de discussion,
du 21 au 23 janvier, entre quelque 500 oulémas, imams, prédicateurs
islamiques et membres de confréries soufies, auxquels s’étaient joints
une poignée d’hommes politiques, chercheurs en sciences humaines et
acteurs de terrain. «Il devient un devoir du temps pour les
universitaires et les chefs religieux d’intervenir d'urgence afin de lutter
contre la violence et 'extrémisme qui continue d’instrumentaliser la
pensée religieuse», est-il écrit en préambule de ce texte d’une dizaine
de pages.

https://lwww.lefigaro.fr/international/a-nouakchott-le-monde-religieux-is-
lamique-s-engage-contre-les-djihadistes-20200126
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ISLAM'S ROLE IN AFRICA:

Promoting tolerance and moderation
against extremism and sectarianism

2WT-23" JANUARY 2020
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Nouakchott, Mauritania
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In conclusion, the participants wish to express their sincere thanks to
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, which hosted this fir§t conference
of its kind on the continent, and their appreciation of the president’s
vision which is based on respect for diversity and the spirit of
dialogue. They are delighted by his efforts to combine both security
measures and social means to combat violent extremism. At the same
time, they offer their gratitude to the Forum for Promoting Peace in
Muslim Societies and its ho$t country, the United Arab Emirates, for
its support of such endeavors, and for its contribution to spreading
the values of peace and tolerance around the world and on the African

® continent in particular. @

God is the guarantor of all success, and our final prayers are: all praise

be to God, the Lord of all worlds of being.

Composed in Nouakchott, Thusday 28th Jumada al-Ula 1441AH/
23rd January 2020

God’s peace and blessings be upon our master Muhammad, his kin,

and companions.
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from this path and in§tead adopt the religiously sanctioned means to

protect their homeland and faith.

- Paying attention to the intitutionalization of religious affairs
(i.e. issuing fatwas, giving sermons, providing guidance, religious
education and the like), and the creation of a legal and intitutional
framework that directs the authority and energy of religion towards
conétruction, cooperation, and positive participation through the
guidance that it offers, thereby correcting the issuing of fatwas,
unifying their source of authority, coordinating responsibilities, and
properly equipping those who issue such rulings with the necessary

knowledge and skills to do so.

- Establishing centers and universities specialized in African matters
® that nurture the philosophy of peace, moderation, and respect for the ®

values of citizenship and the principles of coexistence.

- Establishing a center dedicated to advisory roles in this regard to be
based in Nouakchott, which works to reintegrate individuals affected
by violent and extremist ideologies and seeks to restore tranquility to

African communities.

- Training and preparing religious scholars who are qualified to

continuously advise and dialogue with extremists..

- Selecting a qualified group of youth who have been trained in
countering and responding to extremist discourse in the virtual realm,

on social media, and other electronic platforms.

- Reminding all imams to pray for peace, tranquility, serenity and

harmony throughout the world and in their African homelands.
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and ministries for reconciliation and peace within countries.

- Supporting and developing local religious authorities and developing
them into effective leaders who can discharge their traditional duties
in the fine§t manner. Neglecting these authorities leaves opportunities
for misguided incoming ideologies to gain a foothold since nature

refuses to leave open spaces empty.

- Protecting and reviving the role of traditional intitutions in their
communities (e.g. local schools and Sufi hospices), as these intitutions
have proved to be a pillar for preserving the social fabric, conserving
local religious identity, and §trengthening kinship and neighborly ties

in African communities.

- Coordinating the efforts of religious scholars within the framework
of official inétitutions to help them fulfill their responsibilities in
spreading the correct understanding of religious texts, framing local

religious practice, and their pastoral and counseling roles.

- Strengthening the presence of the §tate, its agencies, and institutions
in areas far from the centers of government, as well as taking care of
the human capital of these remote areas through scientific and ethical
education and mentoring, and preparing necessary infrastructure,
especially at the level of schools and public health and social facilities.
This would restore the confidence of the people of these areas in the
State, Strengthen their sense of belonging, and increase their immunity

againt calls for sedition and war.

- Appealing to the African youth, who have been or are engaged in

anarchic elements, to §top and to reexamine themselves and turn away
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level of local syS§tems and ingtitutions, in order to keep pace with
emerging intellectual, philosophical and social issues, or the ‘universals
of the times’, for each time has its unique features and corresponding

rulings in sacred law.

- Developing programs and curricula that are based on a sys§tematic

inculcation of the values of peace and tolerance.

- Passing laws criminalizing mockery of religions and sacred symbols

as well as speech that incites to sedition and étrife.
Renewing religious discourse by:

- correcting the relationship between the demands of under§tanding
sacred law and its application in the present age, which acts asa defining

® and adjusting context for the demands of sacred law; @

- correctly under§tanding this present age in all its dynamic changes

and constraints;
- §triving to translate the religious language into contemporary terms.

- Reformulating concepts by elaborating upon legitimate religious
notions based on two defining criteria, the sacred law itself and the
present temporal context of its application, in a complimentary
manner that realizes both the greater purposes of the shariah and the

interests of the community.

- Preparing pamphletsand epistles thataim to correct related confusions

and ensuring their distribution over the widest possible network.

- Encouraging all forms of arbitration, dispute resolution, and

activating means of reconciliation by establishing bodies, committees
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diversity that considers these as the wealth of heritage rather than a
pretext for clash; and to absolve all religions, particularly Islam, of

the §tigma of terrorism,.

- Creating more mechanisms for cultural exchange and fruitful and
effective dialogue between various African actors, and opening the
media to disseminate and publicize these dialogues in universities and

research centers.

- Adopting dialogue as the primary means to achieve these goals,
considering it the ideal means of resolving disputes and solving

problems.

- Training religious leaders, social activists and actors in dialogue and
positive communication, following the words of God (Most High):

“Debate with them in the finest manner.” [16:125]

- Signing voluntary, civilized, authentically African covenants that
enjoy observance by all parties that can comfortably engage in it with

mutual trust.

- Ingtilling a culture of tolerance by considering it a religious obligation
and duty of faith rather than a mere possibility among others in one’s

religious worldview.

- Activating the principle of mutual acquaintance by transcending
the narrowness of self-infatuation into the wide expanses of mutual
acquaintance. This means moving from a splintered minority identity
to the unity of the whole majority, yet without negating individual

uniqueness and specificity.

- Renewing, §treamlining and reviving educational curricula at the




Conférence Africaine pour la Paix |z

bl 3wl Gy 5 a5 al

Having agreed upon the importance of the contents of this declaration
and the essential nature of its goals, the participants propose several
practical means to accomplish them, which can be summarized as

follows:

- Developing decentralized local and regional economic projects to
eradicate poverty, unemployment, and other social factors which
support the spread of extremism. This can be achieved by increasing
funding for: development; education which provides people with

necessary skills for employment, and; the provision of basic services.

@ - E$tablishing councils of mediation and positive communal action @
in various African countries comprising intellectuals, religious and

social leaders, and other dignitaries of society.

- Calling onregional organizations to take special care of the intellectual
and religious dimension in their adopted §trategies, particularly the

African Union and the five Sahel countries.

- Calling on governmental and non-governmental organizations to
partner with scholars and religious leaders to address the dangers and

challenges of extremism.

- The establishment of African peace convoys and the convergence
and bridging of relations between followers of different religions in

Africa.

- Developing mechanisms that preserve cultural, religious and cultural
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the human being is noble regardless of his origin, religious faith, or
school of thought. God Most High says, “We have honored the sons
of Adam; provided them with transport on land and sea; given them

for sustenance things good and pure; and conferred on them special

favors, above a great part of our creation.” [17:70]
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adopting a conciliatory attitude that seeks to manifest tolerance in all

of its dimensions.

5- The principle of §tripping religious legitimacy from blind warfare
in which blood is spilled and the rights of the innocent are violated.
The outward forms of activities do not necessarily indicate their
realities because for something to be sacred, conditions muét be met;

relevant causes must be in place; and restrictions must be absent.

6- The principle of seeking justice and returning misappropriated
rights through dialogue with reference to the judgements of reason
and sacred law, as well as ethical concerns of promoting the good and

preventing harm.

7- The principle of afirming that the preservation of life is at the
forefront of concerns promoted by religion. The Prophet (God
bless him and grant him peace) taught in his sermon of the farewell
pilgrimage, “verily your blood, your wealth, and your honor is sacred
like the sacredness of this very day, in this very month, in this very
land of yours” This teaching is the foundation for the protection of
the five universal interests upheld by religion: protection of faith,

human life, private property, intellect, and family.

8- The principle of affirming the sacredness of houses of worship and
the duty to protect them, as the noble Quran declares: ““For had it
not been for God’s repelling some men by means of others, cloisters
and churches and oratories and mosques, wherein the name of God

is often mentioned, would assuredly have been torn down.” [22:40].

9- The principle of the nobility of mankind, which teaches that
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This declaration is based on the following principles:

1- The principle of clarity because it is necessary to know the
contexts and circumstances surrounding the phenomenon of violence
and extremism. A correct diagnosis leads to an effective treatment.
It is important to distinguish between terrorism under the guise of

religion, and war that arises due to other reasons.

2- The principle of defined criminal responsibility, according to which
this African endeavor must negate any guilt by association. Therefore,
no tribe or ethnicity will be considered communally incriminated for
@ an act by a group of its members. This is in view of the Abrahamic, @
Biblical, and Qur’anic rule: “Or has he not been told of what is in the
scrolls of Moses, and Abraham who fulfilled his promise? That no
soul bears the burden of another, and that a man shall have nothing
but what he §trives for.” [53:36-39] This is a principle recognized by

both sacred and international law.

3- The principle of honoring treaties and covenants, by emphasizing
the necessity of respecting international treaties and the sovereignty

of §tates.

4- The principle of cooperation between religious leaders for the
promotion of piety and God-consciousness. This is premised on
affirming the role of religious leaders in promoting serenity and

establishing peace whil§t opposing extremism and violent ideologies

in the form of hate speech and speech inciting to violence, and in
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throughout the continent.

Premise 4: respecting the essence of religious specificities and
the social and cultural identities of the African society because the
values of tolerance and coexistence that characterize Africa were

only the outcome of respecting these social norms and cultural

heritage.
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This declaration is based on the following premises and principles:

Premise 1: the urgent need to leave the §tate of the turmoil and civil
§trife that prevails in some of our African societies and the bloodshed
and casualties it leaves behind, “in which the killer does not know
why he murders, nor does the victim know why he was killed,” as
mentioned in the hadith of the Prophet, God bless him and grant him

peace.

Premise 2: Considering the exi$ting nations as legitimate regimes
that deserve the respect and legitimacy of the political entities
@ that existed in Islamic history, based upon the need in the Islamic @

sacred law to promote the good and prevent harm.

Premise 3: belief in the necessity of intensifying the efforts of
all citizens of the continent to oppose infighting and extremism,
which is the scourge of the times and its deadly disease, and the

need to:

- intellectually oppose it through dialogue premised on the tolerant
values of Islam which are characterized as “justice, wise purpose,

mercy, and promotion of the common good”
- unify ranks and unite our word

-cooperate materially through mutual economic support and a

developmental model that improves quality of life, creates job

opportunities for all, and increases effectiveness of governance
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promoting the values of peace, tolerance and coexistence as well as
peaceful conflict resolution, as embodied in the sessions of mediation
in the shade of the Baobab trees which were traditionally used to settle

disputes between agrarians and pastoralists.

7- To take guidance from contemporary social models such as the

Ubuntu movement in South Africa for dispute resolution, and the

example of the United Arab Emirates in its promotion of tolerance.
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This declaration aims to achieve several objectives, which may be

summarized as follows:

1- To develop a §trategic plan that is comprehensive, actionable and
integrated and which incorporates African human heritage in §tanding

up to the threat of extremism, civil §trife, and transnational crime.

2- To advance modes of thinking and working mechanisms via
innovative means which are peaceful and legitimate to confront

violence and extremism both in theory and practice.

3- To extend bridges of cooperation between religions and cultures,
@ including religious and social actors in the humanitarian and legal @
spheres, in light of the principle of an “alliance of values” and

“neighborly human relations”.

4- To reStore the value of religious tolerance, peaceful coexistence
betweenindividualsand nations drawing inspiration from the universal
human principles and the values of our continent while embodying

the sublime message of the Medina charter.

5- To effect the new Charter of the Alliance of Virtue and highlight
its relevance and the values and virtues that it propagates to reinforce
coexistence and unite people based on the principles of “mutual

recognition”, “cooperation” and “human fraternity”.

6- To seck inspiration from the great traditions and noble social

practices of the African cultural and artistic heritage in the field of
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Islam attested to by its scholarly outposts and spiritually infused city

centers;

In partnership with the Mauritanian government and the Forum for
Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies based in Abu Dhabi, the United
Arab Emirates on the 26th-28th Jumada al-Ula 1441 AH/ 214t-23rd
January 2020, approximately 500 individuals consisting of Muslim
scholars and religious leaders, intellectuals, ministers, muftis, imams
and preachers of various orientations and African backgrounds,
representatives of Islamic and international bodies and organizations,

and in the presence of witnesses from other continents gathered.

After a liberal exchange of ideas and discussion, the scholars

participating in this conference declare the following:
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than its intended object, as well as its lack of cognizance of the realities

of sacred and historical context;

- In recognition of the importance of spiritual safety, which is
endangered in several of the continent’s countries just like the social
fabric that has fragmented and disintegrated as a result of the extremist

discourse that §tokes ethnic §trife and nurtures internal warfare.

- Based on the need for African religious scholars to carry out
their religious, national, and historical responsibility by submitting
practical proposals aimed at moving the countries of the continent
- represented in their religious activities - from a $tate of passive
influence and reaction to effective influence and action, and from

inactivity to proactivity in promoting regional and global peace;

In recognition of the broadening sphere of misconstrued religious
sanction for the taking of life, offending honor, and misappropriation
of property, as well as the threat of terrorism upon psychological and
social security, and its depletion of human and economic potential:
societies today $tand in need of firefighters who do not question who
Started the fires, but rather whose sole aim is putting them out so that
the body of the continent may heal from the mortal wounds afflicting

it - otherwise the §truggle for survival only leads to extinction.

In the city of Nouakchott, under the high patronage of His Excellency
Mohamed Ould Cheikh al-Ghazwani, The President of the Islamic
Republic of Mauritania, this country of Islamic Arab and African
identity, which, since the Era of the Almoravids, has continuously

been a refuge for seekers of sacred knowledge and a shelter for those

seeking the good, as well as a fountainhead for the propagation of
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Preamble

In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Mo§t Compassionate.
Praise be to Allah, Lord of all worlds of being.

Prayers and peace be upon the noblest of Prophets and Messengers,

our Master Muhammad, his kin and companions.

- In view of our profound belief in the wealth of the cultural heritage,
the multiplicity of cultural tributaries, and the richness of the social
syStems that characterize the African continent, we are confident in
the continent’s ability to organize an effective scholarly project to
extinguish the fires of warfare and to counter religious extremism
@& whose fires devour large areas of the Muslim world and many parts of @

our green continent;

- Since extremism has been using religious thought to accomplish
its destructive purposes which are destabilizing and threatening the
national and international peace, it has become the duty of the time

imposed upon scholars and religious leaders to:

- intervene urgently to address violence and extremism and to help

understand this phenomenon,

- analyze its causes and circumstances, anticipate its future
machinations, dismantle the ideological discourse from which it

derives its legitimacy using wrong approaches in argumentation,

- demonstrate the misconceptions it employs in the fields of religion

and politics and its incorrect application of religious texts to other
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This is premised on affirming the role of religious leaders in promoting
serenity and establishing peace whil$t opposing extremism and violent
ideologies in the form of hate speech and speech inciting to violence,
and in adopting a conciliatory attitude that seeks to manifest tolerance

in all of its dimensions.

6. The principle of secking justice and returning misappropriated
rights through dialogue with reference to the judgements of reason
and sacred law, as well as ethical concerns of promoting the good and

preventing harm.

In closing, I thank all of you and pray to God Almighty to protect our
homelands, and rectify our deeds, and to render our gathering one of

goodness, and that He garlands it with success and divine grace. May

® God’s peace, mercy, and blessings be upon you. ®
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It is important to distinguish between terrorism under the guise of

religious sanction, and war that arises for other reasons.

2. The principle of defined criminal responsibility, according to which
this African endeavor must negate any guilt by association. Therefore,
no tribe or ethnicity will be considered communally incriminated for
an act by a group of its members. This is in view of the Abrahamic,
Biblical, and Qur’anic rule: “Or has he not been told of what is in the
scrolls of Moses, and Abraham who fulfilled his promise? That no
soul bears the burden of another, and that a man shall have nothing
but what he §trives for.” [53:36-39] This is a principle recognized by

both sacred and international law.

3. The principle of honoring treaties and covenants, by emphasizing
® the necessity of respecting international treaties and the sovereignty @

of §tates.

4. The principle of $tripping religious legitimacy from blind warfare
in which blood is spilled and the rights of the innocent are violated.
The outward forms of activities do not necessarily indicate their
realities because for something to be sacred, conditions must be met;
relevant causes must be in place; and reétrictions must be absent: thus
someone who prays without ritual purity, facing away from Mecca,

does not perform a valid prayer according to sacred law.

If you seek a hollow in the plains of sand/ then say clearly: ‘the way

is not that way!’

5. The principle of cooperation between religious leaders from

different schools for the promotion of piety and God-consciousness.
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One of the topics most deserving of attention is e§tablishing a religious
basis for the concept of contented citizenship. This would be based
on the historic covenant of Medina which would be most suitable to
our times and the universals of our age, and would address the need
to partake in shared human experience, so that peace in society may
be achieved through the mutual recognition of rights and duties and
acceptance of the diversity imposed by different beliefs, interests and
lifestyles.

We should reconcile religious and national identity to respond to those
who believe that the power of upholding religious identity leads to
the breakdown of the spirit of citizenship; and to affirm that religious
affiliation is an incentive to embody inclusive citizenship and not a

® barrier that §tands before it. ®

This is the approach that we believe is effective: wherein citizenship
rises to the level of mutual fraternity and compassion; and moves
from shared existence to mutual experience. At the same time, we
realize that this approach must be accompanied by developmental
projects that address poverty and unemployment. It is necessary to
work towards providing employment for those who are out of work,

education for the ignorant, and justice for the oppressed.

However, any action that is to be effective and lasting, and which aims
to heal the fissures in society, must be based on principles, the most

important of which are the following:

1. The principle of clarity, because it is necessary to know the

contexts and circumstances surrounding the phenomenon of violence

and extremism. A correct diagnosis leads to an effective treatment.
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So, grant each time the ruling that befits it/ and act according to the

words of Umawi who is trustworthy

The situation, if it is ordered to be silent by the shariah, it remains

silent/ or if it addressed with words that befit it, it responds accordingly

So care well for your inner circle of influence, seek God’s help and He

will help you/ to see what He requires of you at this time

In summary, as the scholars have mentioned, the most important

condition is that action must not lead to greater evil.

This foundational pillar will not bear fruit unless it is supported
by a practical pillar based on educating people about the reality of
our times, as we notice that many of us do not properly grasp the
® reality of our present context. Many of us see the world as it was @
in bygone eras, the age of empires, the times of discrimination and
social separation, and they purposely ignore current reasons for
intermingling with others and engaging in connected coexistence
with them. We need to establish a new vision of the world that reflects
the realties prevalent today. Humanity has made transnational pacts
and passed international laws governing its relations; it has devised
syStems and means of coexistence as well as systems of religious and
ethnic pluralism; in addition, it has developed deadly weapons that
can exterminate humankind. This is the reality of our time which has
forced us to undertake new interpretations and novel applications of
sacred law. The present context is an essential factor in the dialectic of

drawing rulings from and under$tanding religious texts and applying

them.
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context of their application in the real world,

- the incorrect under$tanding of the relationship between the syStem
of divine commands and prohibitions and the balance of ethical

interests,
+ ignoring essential contexts,
- and being heedless to God’s habit in His creation.

This is what the scholars meant when they $tated that it is necessary, in
case of jihad and enjoining the good and forbidding evil, for example,
to keep in mind the conditions, causes, restrictions, and outcomes of
these acts before undertaking them so that embarking upon them does
not lead to a disturbance of peace. Sidi Ahmad Zarruq §tates: partaking
® in the efforts of the masses (these are his words) in jihad, returning @
unlawfully taken property, transforming evil through the use of force
and power without the efforts of the sultan or what may $tand in his
place like some legally sanctioned entity, is the door to tribulation and
strife and the destruction of unfortunate people without right [to do
s0.]” Zarruq then proceeded to recount two examples from his own
times that bore witness to dangers of taking up arms in this manner,

even though they were the result of sound resolve and positive intent.

The master of our sheikhs, Ali Ould Affa, §tates in his long poem
regarding enjoining the good and forbidding evil:

The word of one who is ignorant of consensus is [inconsequential]

like dust/ even if it is pure and according to set conditions

Likewise, anyone who is not a ruler or judge without a doubt/ has

only his tongue and good little heart
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recent gathering in Abu Dhabi to launch the new Alliance of Virtue.
The example of the Year of Tolerance is a unique experience that can
inspire us in Africa to likewise designate for ourselves a year in which
we encourage everyone to opt for tolerance, peace, and putting down

arms.

In this context it is necessary to correct any misconceptions related
to peace, because a large part of the §trife we experience in the world
today is due to the confusion of religious concepts in the minds of
a large segment of society, especially those relating to the religious
State and caliphate, enjoining the good and forbidding evil, jihad,
and obedience to the ruler. These are concepts which originally
existed to reinforce and support peace and protect life, and they were
® a manifestation of Divine mercy and compassion. When they were ®
misunders§tood, they appeared in people’s minds in a manner unlike
their original meaning and form, and they turned into actions opposed
to their original intent, objective, and goal. Problems and grievances,
both real and imaginary, can be resolved in ways other than conflict
and warfare. In our path to remove oppression, we must not ourselves

fall into oppressing others.

It is also necessary to reveal the syStematic breaches of intellectual

integrity, which include:
- the selective reading of scripture,

- turning away from the universally recognized objectives of sacred

law by preferring to uphold partial aspects thereof,

- dissevering the relationship between religious commands and the
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How many a blessing lies in reconciliation and harmony/ and how

many a virtue for those who vie [in goodness]

Of its virtues is that it {tops people speaking ill/ of you, and prevents

you from following the Devil who slinks away

These blessed texts and provisions of sacred law need to be effected
today in the face of an existential and critical challenge that threatens

the tranquillity, security and survival of societies.

Confronting extremi$t ideology is a scholarly task that aims to
dismantle and undermine rhetoric, whose mere public condemnation
is insufhicient. In fact, effective confrontation must rely upon two

fundamental and complementary pillars:

® On the level of the firét pillar, it is essential to undertake an intellectual ®
excavation to uncover the forgotten scriptural foundations for
peace and its unheeded higher objectives. This is to be done by
deploying texts and activating the tradition to prove the claim that
we are making, which is: Islam is a religion of peace. Peace, being
a religious objective, is the firme§t guarantor of human rights and
the fine§t means of safeguarding the five protected interets of the
shariah from warfare and trife. The Forum for Promoting Peace in
Muslim Societies in Abu Dhabi has made many efforts in this regard
by demonstrating in its scholarly conferences the primacy of peace
among the higher objectives of the shariah, and by choosing this past
year — which coincided with the Year of Tolerance in the United Arab
Emirates — to launch the fir§t volume of the Encyclopedia of Peace in

Islam which addresses the topic of tolerance in Islam in terms of its

foundations and applications. Likewise, the Forum selected its most




E| ol sl a1 )il

whom the ruling is given. This specifically refers to fear of bloodshed,
as the commentaries on Ibn Asim’s work make clear. Therefore, it
is incumbent upon the judge to command both parties to reconcile
instead of seeking a formal ruling to avoid misfortune, leaving aside

his duty to issue a ruling according to his expert judgement.

In the tradition relating to the treaty of al-Hudaybiya, al-Bukhari
reported that the Prophet (God bless him and grant him peace) said, “By
the One in Whose hand is my soul, [the polytheists of Quraysh] shall
not direct me to any proposal in which they magnify God’s inviolable
rights, except that I will grant it to them.” Al-Khattabi says in his
explanation of the hadith: “ ‘God’s inviolable rights’ are [refraining
from]| battle in the sacred months, inclining towards peacemaking,
® and halting bloodshed.” The Prophet (God bless him and grant him @
peace) accepted reconciliation with Quraysh and assented to their
conditions, which greatly burdened the Muslims, solely in order to

seek peace.

The wisdom behind reconciliation, as Zahid Bukhari §tates in his
book The Beauties of Islam, “is that reconciliation lifts a present or
potential corruption between believers because treaties are usually
made as a result of dispute, and dispute is the cause of corruption.
Reconciliation demolishes and lifts corruption, and for this reason it

is among the mightiest of the beauties of Islam.”

Likewise, Hajj Umar bin Said Futi, also known as Hajj Umar Tal,

may God have mercy upon him, said:

O you who entirely refused to reconcile / “and reconciliation is

better!” stated the One who is followed
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and diversity into cooperation. It chooses dialogue as a solution for

difference, and reconciliation as a cure for dispute.

The sessions of wise mediation in the shade of the African Baobab
tree used to arbitrate in disputes between agrarians and pastoralists
embody a living example of recourse to reason and the logic of the
common good and human fraternity instead of the logic of power and
upheaval. It is a tangible cultural adoption of the Islamic principle of
reconciliation for which Islam has developed a complete, integrated
jurisprudence in order to resolve disputes by peaceful and rational

means.

The jurists have defined reconciliation as a mutual treaty by which
conflict between adversaries is lifted and through which agreement is
® reached between the differing parties. Moét of the imams considered @
reconciliation religiously praiseworthy, however the Maliki school
§tated it was obligatory if the judge feared §trife and evil in its absence.
In such a case, the judge leaves making a ruling on the issue and instead

seeks to reconcile the parties. Ibn Asim of Granada $tates:

Reconciliation is sought if the ruling/ is unclear, but if truth is plain

then it is not;

So long as he does not fear by issuing the ruling/ some §trife or ill-

feelings between relatives

Likewise, Khalil teaches: “The judge orders the virtuous and
kinfolk to settle disputes by reconciliation if he fears escalation of

the situation.” By “escalation” he means §trife between the party in

whose favor the ruling would be made and the opposing party againét
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Our prophet (God bless him and grant him peace) is the prophet of
mercy and the messenger of peace. He is a mercy in this world and
the hereafter. He is peace outwardly and inwardly. He $tands for
the peace of soul, peace of heart, peace with oneself and peace with
others. He is the one who ordered us to spread peace in the sound
hadith: “You will not enter paradise until you truly believe, and you
shall not truly believe until you love each other. Should I not guide
you to something, if you were to do it, you would love each other?

Spread peace among yourselves.”

He ordered us to spread the greeting of peace in a hadith agreed upon
by Bukhari and Muslim: “[Asked,] “What is the best thing in Islam?’
He (God bless him and grant him peace) replied, ‘Feed people, and
® greet with the greeting of peace those you know and those you do not ®
know.”” He ordered us to spread peace in the world in the authentic
narration of Ammar which is soundly attributed to the Prophet:
“There are three things that whoever gathers, he has gathered all of
faith: equitably accepting criticism and blame, spreading peace in
the world, and spending on others when one is poor.” ‘Peace’ here
does not merely mean the greeting ‘peace be upon you’ but rather
virtuous character and the causes of mutual love, as the Hafiz Ibn

Hajar explained.

Speaking of the values of peace and love in Africa is not a novel
act or turn of phrase. African societies have ceaselessly provided
living examples of traditional Islamic values in their social contracts

established upon coexistence and harmony, based upon tolerance and

acceptance. This was a social contract that changed clash into concord,
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religion and the duty of guiding others, so that we can highlight their
efforts and unite their expression in order to defend the homelands

and safeguard religions.

The duty of scholars of every age is to preserve the integrity the
Quran and Hadith, and the intellectual heritage built upon it through
consensus and analogy. It is the responsibility of scholars and the
religious elite to §tand up to the rhetoric of extremism and violence
which threatens homelands by promoting misconceptions and
sedition and endorsing narrow sectarian afhiliations. Scholars form
the impregnable dam against this threat by raising awareness of the
incontestable points of sharia and teaching its central values of peace,
love and goodness. We are in desperate need of cooperation between
® the governments and scholars of our nations, as well as communication @
and under§tanding between our scholars and the youth to §tand §trong

in the face of these challenges and dangers.

The reality constantly reminds us of the importance of talking about
peace and its precedence, and refuting extremism. The duty of the age
is to §trive for peace and cease the infighting which has devastated states
and offended religions. This is the task that we all mu$t undertake,
by setting up its foundations and delivering it to where it is needed.
Conferences and joint efforts are required, and our call must be united
if we are to replace war with peace, hatred with love, and discord
with harmony. We must look for reasons to be at peace and ease with

each other rather than excuses for sedition and pre-Islamic wars.

Peace and love are our message to humanity; they are our religious

duty and our human responsibility.




Conférence Africaine pour la Paix |z

bl 3wl Gy 5 a5 al

continuously been a refuge for seekers of sacred knowledge and a
shelter for those seeking the good, as well as a fountainhead for the
propagation of Islam that is attested to by its scholarly outposts and

spiritually infused city centers.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In the face of common challenges joint approaches have become a
must. One who ponders over the §tate of the African continent finds
that its diseases and symptoms are shared. Perhaps the most eloquent
expression of this is what your Excellency, Mr. President, alluded to
in your speech before the Dakar International Forum for Peace and
Security in Africa, held on the 19thof November of the previous year.
Your speech shed light on the dimensions of the various challenges and
® elucidated their causes and contexts which are: ethnic, geographical, ®
economic, and social. You presented therein a clear action plan
and today we wish to talk about one of those dimensions that you

mentioned: the religious and intellectual one.

We believe, Mr. President, that it is our responsibility to contribute
as much as we can to the religious side to be up to your expectations.
In particular, when referring to your §trategy, you mentioned “a
campaign to fight extremism under the supervision of well-known
scholars has been carried out, which has elaborated and demonstrated
the dimensions of tolerance in Islam and which is entirely at odds

with the dark discourse [of extremism].”

In this context, our conference features the participation of some of the

finest scholars of the continent, as well as advocates and intellectuals,

who faithfully uphold the trust of passing on the true teachings of
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In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Mo§t Compassionate.
Praise be to Allah,
Prayers and peace be upon our prophet, his kin and companions.

His Excellency the President of the Republic, Mr. Mohammed Ould
Cheikh Al-Ghazwani, may Allah bless him.

Distinguished guests,
A highly respectful address to each and every individual:
Allah’s peace, mercy, and blessings be upon you.

At the outset of this conference, which is under the generous patronage
of your excellency, I thank the Government of the Islamic Republic
® of Mauritania for hosting this symposium. We at the Forum for ®
Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies in Abu Dhabi are honored by
this conference being convened in collaboration with the Ministry of
Islamic Affairs. We offer our high praises and prayers for the organizers

of this event.

Iam also pleased to welcome on behalf of the Forum our distinguished
African scholars and religious leaders whom we count on to enrich

this conference with their knowledge and wisdom.

It is delightful to see in this hall a gathering of spiritual guides, reciters
of the Holy Quran, scholars of Hadith, visionary jurists, and creative

academics who truly represent Africa’s religious and intellectual elite.

Mauritania, with its Arab-African Islamic identity, deserves to host

this forum because of its heritage of promoting and spreading a

moderate Islam. Since the time of the Almoravids, Mauritania has
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The full text of the speech of the
President of Abu Dhabi Peace Forum
H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Bayyah
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extremism and discrimination.

In conclusion and with the blessings of Allah, I announce the opening
of the Conference of African Scholars on Tolerance and Moderation

in the Face of Extremism and Sectarianism, wishing it Divine aid and

€Very success.
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In recent years, there has been an upsurge in the activity of these
terrori§t groups in our native Africa which has destabilized our

security and §tability.

In the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, we have firmly confronted
these groups by adopting a comprehensive §trategy with military,
developmental, and intellectual dimensions that is now considered an
example to follow. We continue to confront these groups in the Sahel
region within the Group of Five Sahel &tates (G5 du Sahel).

Our scholars and imams have played an essential role in confronting
these groups through their successful efforts in bringing back our
misled children to the true path, and in immunizing our youth in the

face of calls for radicalism, extremism, and violence.

® Within this framework lies the importance of your conference, whose ®
opening we are honored to preside today, and which sheds light on

Tolerance and Moderation in the Face of Extremism and Sectarianism.
High-minded and eminent guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Peace and &tability are fundamental requirements without which
the great shariah objectives of preserving religion, reason, life and
property cannot be achieved. Peace and S§tability will only exist
where the culture of tolerance and moderation prevails over that of

extremism and fighting.

The responsibility placed upon religious scholars to establish a
culture of tolerance and moderation is crucial. We are certain that the

recommendations of this conference will have a very positive impact

on eftablishing and promoting such values and in refuting calls for
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I am pleased to begin by expressing my deepest welcome to our

distinguished guests, ministers, international visitors and scholars,
and to assure them that they are, here in the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania,in a land of tolerance and openness.This country has
remained throughout the ages a place of radiant scholarly influence
and home to a unique cultural fusion that attracted scholars of Islam
from around the world to settle here to seek knowledge from its
sheikhs. It is in this way that Mauritania has greatly contributed to
the spread of a tolerant form of Islam and various religious sciences

in Africa.

I would also like to thank His Eminence Shaykh Abdallah bin Bayyah
for his initiative in organizing this conference following his tradition
of being the fir§t to embark on anything that would consolidate peace
and fraternity highlighting Islam in the purity of its tolerant values.
In all his work he relies, fir§t, upon Allah’s help and, second, upon his
great expertise in Islamic sciences and his profound unders§tanding of

contemporary challenges.
High-minded and eminent guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Distinguished audience,

Security and $tability are prerequisites in eStablishing human
urbanization, as well as its growth and prosperity. In the last two
decades, the world has witnessed a remarkable growth of groups that

glorify violence, §toke the fires of §trife, and fuel ethnic, religious and

sectarian conflicts wherever they reside.
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In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Mot Compassionate. Prayers
and peace be upon the Noblest of Messengers.

Your Excellency, The Prime Minister,

Mr. President of the National Assembly,

Mr. Chairman of the Constitutional Council,
Mr. Leader of the Democratic Opposition,
Honorable Ministers,

Gentlemen, Heads of political parties.

His Eminence, Shaykh Abdallah bin Bayyah, President of the Forum

for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies,
Distinguished Ambassadors and Heads of diplomatic missions,

® Honorable Representatives of international organizations accredited @

to our country,
Eminent scholars participating in this conference,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Distinguished audience,
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Mohamed Ould Sheikh Al-Ghazwani
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